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                                      George Bush during his time as a Navy pilot,  
                    in a Grumman TBM Avenger aircraft in 1944.US Navy 

As we look back at the life and legend of one of the kindest and most 
respected presidents of our century George H. W. Bush many people noted 
his four parachute jumps, done on his 75th, 80th, 85th and 90th birthday’s. 

When asked about the jumps his basic position was simple,  
“I maybe an old guy but don’t count me or people like me out we have much 
more life in us.” It’s a basic principle in psychology that all behavior is 
motivated there’s a reason behind most all of our actions, some more 
apparent than others. The history channel posts this possible explanation. 

“September 2, 1944, future President George Herbert Walker Bush is 
serving as a torpedo bomber pilot in the Pacific theater of World War II 
when his squadron is attacked by Japanese anti-aircraft guns. Bush was 
forced to bail out of the plane over the ocean. According to the Navy’s 
records, Bush’s squadron was conducting a bombing mission on a 
Japanese installation on the island of Chi Chi Jima in the Pacific when 
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they encountered heavy anti-aircraft fire. The engine on Bush’s plane 
was set ablaze, yet Bush managed to release his bombs and head back 
toward the aircraft carrier San Jacinto before bailing out over the water. 
Three other crew members perished in the attack. After floating on a 
raft for four hours, a submarine (USS Finback) crew fished a safe but 
exhausted Bush out of the water.  His bravery in action earned him a 
Distinguished Flying Cross.”    

              https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/navy-aviator-george-h-w-bush-and-his-squadron-attacked	
                          

               George H.W. Bush being rescued by the submarine USS Finback, 
                  after being shot down while on a bombing run of the island of 
                  Chi Chi Jima, September 2, 1944.US National Archives 

His two colleagues in the airplane, Ted White and John Delaney, where 
unable to hear due to a metal plate behind his seat so his command to  
bailout of the plane, as it was on fire, were apparently not heard. While  
jumping free he injured his head on the tale of the aircraft as he  
plummeted towards the water below. 
              
Throughout his life he questioned wether anything could have been done by 
him to save the lives of the other men. This question and those deep feelings 
of loss, hunted him his whole life. Other than the loss of his daughter Robin 
at age 4 from leukemia were probably the two most traumatic events in his 
life. 

This gracious gentle man dwelt on this event wishing that the two other 
occupants of the aircraft may have survived if only he could have  
communicated with them earlier. He made these speculative remarks during  
his public statements about the loss of his friends. 
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These thoughts and feelings lingered in both his conscious and unconscious  
memory. As happens with many people who reflect on and dwell on earlier  
issues with which they have regret. Pressures built within our system on both  
the conscious and unconscious level. 

It is at those times that some people return to places they haven’t seen in  
many years or go visit a person who has been out of their life for a long time.  
It is like scratching an itch you can’t quite get to but would like to. 

Sometimes this desire is an attempt to recapture events where we had certain  
feelings of various emotions. For some people returning to a place that brings  
up feelings of happiness and well-being is quite common. For some it is  
returning to a place in an attempt to recapture something that was  
meaningful and maybe even unresolved within their system. 

Most all of us have some place in time in our lives where something was 
unresolved, unclear or simply undone.  
For President Bush I think it is safe to say that the event of September 2nd 

1944, was such a place and time for him. 

Like the lancing of a Sebaceous cyst, the pressure is reduced but only for a  
period of time. Unless the corner of that cyst is removed it will reoccur again  
requiring another lancing or a larger decision to remove it completely. So it  
becomes a matter of unconscious stress reduction. 

One might ask why did this not happen earlier in his life. I don’t think there’s  
any question about how busy and active a life he lived. He fought in WWII  
and was elected to the US House of Representatives in 1966, served as  
Ronald Reagan's vice president for two terms and won in 1988 the 
presidential race. 

41s’ diplomatic skills and foreign affairs acumen were apparent and essential  
during the tumultuous times of his presidency.  
His skillful handling of the collapse of the Soviet Union and many other  
things made his presidency full of activities requiring concentration and skill  
both of which he showed as he guided America’s ship of state.  

Moreover, he also was head of the CIA and ambassador to China. These are  
just a few of the activities that occupied his daily life. Add to this list his  
commitment to family and one could understand why at age 75 he could  
begin to address the unresolved issue of September1944.  
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This seems to be the most logical and psychological sound explanation for  
what some might call bizarre or bodacious behavior coming from an elderly  
statesman who had nothing more to prove in life. 

We are left with the memory of a great man who did extraordinary things  
and was in fact the most qualified person to be President of the United 
States. His gentle kind way of looking and feeling about others shall  
always be remembered. He was however, a bold risk taker, not just as a  
parachutist but also as a person who dared to say and do things with honor,  
strength, quiet charisma and conviction when he thought it best. He shall be  
missed and hopefully his passing can become a reminder to all of us that  
true power is always gentle.   

His final wink at the world may be summed up not so much with words but  
with the knowledge that the statesman is being laid to rest next to his wife of  
72 years and Robin his baby girl. As he rests next to them he will still be  
wearing the audacious pair of socks he has in later life that become his  
trademark. 

Farewell President George Herbert Walker Bush, your character will always  
be a point of light that can guide us all. 
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